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® Principle
8. The definitions below apply to these Principles:
“Modern Biotechnology” means the application of:
() In vitro nucleic acid technigues, including recombinant deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) and

direct injection of nucleic acid into cells or organelles, or

(ii) Fusion of cells beyond the taxonomic family,
that overcome natural physiological reproductive or recombinant barriers and that are not

techniques used in traditional breeding and selection *4.
*4 This definition is taken from the Cartagena Biosafety Protocol under the Convention

on Biological Diversity.

® Plant
1. This Guideline supports the Principles for the Risk Analysis of Foods Derived from Modern

Biotechnology.

8. The definitions below apply to this Guideline:

“Recombinant-DNA plant” means a plant in which the genetic material has been changed
through in vitro nucleic acid techniques, including recombinant deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA)

and direct injection of nucleic acid into cells or organelles.

® Microorganism

1. This Guideline supports the Principles for the Risk Analysis of Foods Derived from Modern
Biotechnology

8. The definitions below apply to this Guideline:

“Recombinant-DNA Microorganism” means bacteria, yeasts or filamentous fungi in which the
genetic material has been changed through in vitro nucleic acid techniques, including



recombinant deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) and direct injection of nucleic acid into cells or
organelles.
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® Microorganism
3. Scope
The Consultation agreed to the following definitions for the purposes of this Consultation:
“Genetically modified microorganisms”(GMMs) means:
Bacteria, yeasts or filamentous fungi in which the genetic materials has been changed
through modern biotechnology in a way that does not occur naturally by multiplication and/or
natural recombination.
“Modern Biotechnology™1 means the application of:
() In vitro nucleic acid techniques, including recombinant deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) and
direct injection of nucleic acid into cells or organelles, or
(i) Fusion of cells beyond the taxonomic family that overcome natural physiological
reproductive or recombinant barriers and that are not techniques used in traditional breeding
and selection.

*1 This definition is based on the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety under the

Convention on Biological Diversity.

°

3 Use of terms

(h) “Living organism” means any biological entity capable of transferring or replicating genetic
material, including sterile organisms, viruses and viroids;

(i) “Modern biotechnology” means the application of:

a. In vitro nucleic acid techniques, including recombinant deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) and
direct injection of nucleic acid into cells or organelles, or

b. Fusion of cells beyond the taxonomic family,

that overcome natural physiological reproductive or recombination barriers and that are not
techniques used in traditional breeding and selection;

(i)
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